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 Northeast Oregon’s nonfarm employment added 210 jobs (+1.1%) from 2022 to 
2023

• Baker County: -80 jobs (-1.4%); Union County: +190 jobs (+1.8%); Wallowa County: +100 jobs (+3.7%)

 Northeast Oregon’s unemployment rate decreased by 0.5 percentage point to 
4.1% over the year – its lowest annual rate since comparable statistics began 
in 1990

• Baker County: 4.3% (lowest); Union County: 3.9% (lowest); Wallowa County: 4.4% (lowest)

 Northeast Oregon’s population decreased 0.1% to 50,893
• Baker County: -10 (0.0%); Union County: -233 (0.1%); Wallowa County: 0 (0.0%)
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2023 in Review: Northeast Oregon
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october 2024

Unemployment Rate – Seasonally Adjusted

 Northeast Oregon: 4.5% (tied for 3rd lowest October rate since 1990)
• 0.3 percentage point higher than October 2023

 Baker County: 4.2% (2nd lowest October rate)
• 0.2 percentage point lower than October 2023

 Union County: 4.7% (3rd lowest October rate)
• 0.6 percentage point higher than October 2023

 Wallowa County: 4.4% (2nd lowest October rate)
• 0.1 percentage point higher than October 2023
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Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rate

County-level comparable 
statistics began in 1990.

Pre-pandemic series low 
was 4.3% in Sep, Oct, Nov 
of 2019.

Returned to pre-pandemic 
low of 4.3% Dec 2021 – 
Mar 2022.

Hit new series low of 4.0% 
Apr 2023 – Jul 2023.

Currently at 4.5% (between 
4.4% and 4.5% from Feb 
2024 – Oct 2024.0.0%
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Source: Oregon Employment Department, Local Area Unemployment Statistics
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Labor Force Participation Rate
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October 2024

Current Employment Statistics

Northeast Oregon’s total nonfarm employment +140 jobs from October 2023.
• Private sector employment +70 jobs.
• Public sector employment +70 jobs.

Baker County’s total nonfarm employment +100 jobs from October 2023.
• Private sector employment +80 jobs.
• Public sector employment +20 jobs.

Union County’s total nonfarm employment +50 from October 2023.
• Private sector employment +10 jobs.
• Public sector employment +40 jobs.

Wallowa County’s total nonfarm employment -10 from October 2023.
• Private sector employment -20 jobs.
• Public sector employment +10 jobs.
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Total Nonfarm Employment
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Total Nonfarm Employment
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Total Nonfarm Employment
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Total Nonfarm Employment
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NORTHEAST Oregon top private industries

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

2019 2020 2020 2020 2021 2021 2021 2022 2022 2022 2023 2023 2023 2024 2024 2024
Oct Feb Jun Oct Feb Jun Oct Feb Jun Oct Feb Jun Oct Feb Jun Oct

Northeast Oregon Top Private Industries

 Private education and
health services

  Wholesale and retail
trade

 Manufacturing

 Leisure and hospitality

 Professional and
business services

  Construction

  Transportation,
warehousing, and utilities

 Financial activities

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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NORTHEAST Oregon top private industries
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Baker County Top Private Industries

 Private education and
health services

  Wholesale and retail
trade

 Manufacturing

 Leisure and hospitality

 Professional and
business services

  Construction

  Transportation,
warehousing, and utilities

 Other services

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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NORTHEAST Oregon top private industries
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Union County Top Private Industries

 Private education and
health services

  Wholesale and retail
trade

 Manufacturing

 Leisure and hospitality

  Construction

 Professional and
business services

  Transportation,
warehousing, and utilities

 Financial activities

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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NORTHEAST Oregon top private industries
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Wallowa County Top Private Industries

  Wholesale and retail
trade

 Private education and
health services

 Leisure and hospitality

  Construction

 Manufacturing

 Professional and
business services

 Other services

 Financial activities

Source: Oregon Employment Department, Current Employment Statistics
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Private education and health services leads long-term industry growth
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Other services
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Eastern Six Industry Projections, 2022-2032

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Federal government

Information

Private education and health 
services is projected to grow 
the fastest (+16%).

Construction is projected to 
grow the second-fastest 
(+14%). 

Transportation, warehousing, 
and utilities; professional and 
business services; other 
services; and leisure and 
hospitality are also expected 
to grow faster than total 
employment. 
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Job openings by industry
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Eastern Six Job Openings by Industry, 2022-2032

Source: Oregon Employment Department

The retail trade sector is 
expected to have the greatest 
number of job openings 
between 2022 and 2032.

Ninety-five percent of total job 
openings are expected due to 
the need to replace workers 
who retire, leave the labor 
force for other reasons, or 
make a major occupational 
change, with the remaining 
openings due to new or 
expanding businesses.
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Over nine out of ten total job openings are replacement openings
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Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

Construction and Extraction

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry

Production

Healh Care

Management, Business, and Financial

Office and Administrative Support

Transportation and Material Moving

Sales and Related

Professional and Related

Service

Job Openings by Occupational Group in Eastern Six, 2022-2032

Replacement Openings

Employment Growth

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Service occupations (which 
include food preparation and 
serving workers, personal 
appearance workers, 
protective services, and 
building and grounds 
cleaning) rank first in most job 
openings. The projected fast 
growth in service occupations 
is still reflective of recovery 
from job losses incurred in 
2020. 
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Healthcare support leads occupational growth
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Business and Financial Operations

Food Preparation and Serving Related

Transportation and Material Moving

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair

Building and Grounds Cleaning and Maintenance

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical

Architecture and Engineering

Construction and Extraction

Personal Care and Service

Community and Social Service

Healthcare Support

Fastest-Growing Occupational Groups in Eastern Six, 2022-2032
Overall Growth 6.5%

Source: Oregon Employment Department

The healthcare support 
occupational group is 
projected to grow the fastest 
at 20.1%. The growing 
elderly population, which 
typically has increased 
healthcare needs compared 
to younger groups, will in turn 
increase demand for 
caregiving and therapy 
services. 
 
Community and social 
service occupations are the 
second fastest-growing 
occupational group at 16.1%.
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Healthcare occupations  top list of fastest-growing occupations
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Physician Assistants

Hairdressers, Hairstylists, and Cosmetologists

Rehabilitation Counselors

Education and Childcare Administrators, Preschool and Daycare

Mechanical Engineers

Massage Therapists

Septic Tank Servicers and Sewer Pipe Cleaners

Pourers and Casters, Metal

Home Health and Personal Care Aides

Physical Therapists

Veterinary Technologists and Technicians

Substance Abuse, Behavioral Disorder, and Mental Health Counselors

Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers

Veterinarians

Medical and Health Services Managers

Veterinary Assistants and Laboratory Animal Caretakers

Physical Therapist Assistants

Nurse Practitioners

Fastest-Growing Occupations in Eastern Six, 2022-2032
(Minimum of 15 jobs in 2022)

Source: Oregon Employment Department

Healthcare occupations and 
those associated with 
healthcare (including mental 
health) for humans and 
animals accounted for 11 of 
the 18 fastest-growing 
occupations. 



Have you been asked to participate in a Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) Survey? Please do!
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Tony Wendel, Workforce Economist
Tony.A.Wendel@employ.oregon.gov 

Sign up for the latest workforce and economic research 
www.qualityinfo.org/subscribe  

Follow us on X at x.com/oed_research
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